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A message from the Chair of the  
Holland Residentsô Association 

 
 
 
 
Dear All, 
 
At the time of writing, I am wishing that summer would return as it seems to have 
decided to avoid us for a while.  We are promised a scorcher so hopefully the fore-
casters are correct and we can enjoy the hot weather on our lovely beaches and with 
the new easier slope being finished soon. 
 
At the last AGM all existing committee members who wished to remain on the com-
mittee were re elected unopposed.  I thank Brenda Bricknell who was our Social 
Secretary and did so much for us over the past few years and welcome Mo Hum-
phreys who has taken over this role.    Wishing you every success Mo. 
 
All the committee contribute a considerable amount of their time to the Association 
and I hope that the effect of all this work is felt in our community.  We are already 
working on plans for the next Christmas event,  yes I know it is only the middle of the 
year but we start planning the next one the second the first one is finished !! 
 
I was sorry to miss the last AGM and thank Richard Walker, our Vice-Chairman for 
taking over and conducting the meeting in his usual excellent manner.  I also need to 
thank Richard for chairing two committee meetings when I was either unwell or away 
on holiday.   The feeling of co-operation within the committee is special and I really 
appreciate each and every one of the committee members and the work they do.  A 
special mention must go to Tony Rulten, our Secretary who does so much work on a 
daily basis and keeps us all, especially me, in line and is always so much ñon the 
ballò about things.  Thank you Tony and also Jill for supporting him and for all the 
work you put in as Trade and Commerce Officer.    Rita Garnett has been doing so 
much work over the past few years with the surgery issues and a really big thank you 
must go to her for all her patience and the many hours who has put into helping to 
get this improved. 
 
Thanks also go to Ray Humphreys who has taken on the role of Minute Secretary 
and to Andrew Dunnett our Treasurer, David Emmerson who keeps a close eye on 
planning issues and Jon Tilbury who drives the mini bus and helps with keeping our 
roads and pathways as clear as possible.   
 
Last but certainly not least thanks must go to Brian Thomasson our President. 
 
May I wish you all a very happy, safe and warm summer 
 
 

Verity Coulthard, Chair,  Holland Residentsõ Association 



CLIFF STABILISATION WORKS:  
 
The end is in sight....Yes, the contractor working on the cliff stabilisation 
scheme, Jackson, is on the home straight and it wonô be long before the lower 
promenade is open and it will be business as usual. 
 
As this report is being written the beach huts are being returned back to their 
bases, with half of B section in situ and the others on their way.  The C section 
huts will have a solid concrete platform to sit on, instead of the gravel base 
previously, and this base, plus the steel pile wall, has allowed for some extra 
huts to be provided. 
 
Work is proceeding well with the replacement footpath from the top of Kings 
Avenue, heading west down the cliff to the promenade where once stood the 
redundant deck chair station, being both wider and more uniform in its gradi-
ent.  The old footpath was closed many years ago due to cliff movement and 
severe cracks and its reopening is marvellous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The disabled access cliff path near Queensway, more affectionately known as 
the ñzig-zag pathò is heading towards completion and there will be some plant-
ing carried out, particularly at each óknuckleô, where the path turns back on 
itself, so helping to make this quite a seafront feature. 
 
Up on the top it is very fortuitous that the greensward where the ñzig-zag pathò 
has been placed widened out, and therefore the area required to fit in such a 
piece of civil engineering could be accommodated by realigning the top foot-
path straight across, rather than bulging out towards the sea.   



We can now all appreciate the time and thought put into this scheme which had 
so many variables but, at the end of the day, had only a finite budget.  When the 
top joint footpath/cycle path is relayed, it will be widened slightly, to just over 12 
feet (3.7 metres to be exact, but the author is an imperial person) which is the 
industry standard for shared usage. 
 
Some of the other, quite major but not so obvious, work has been in re-scalping 
the cliff face behind C section which was very undulated.  The surface will now 
be uniform but will need re-seeding, as will much of the greensward.  Well, tech-
nology has come up with a very clever wheeze; the areas will be hydro-seeded 
which translates into being sprayed with a mixture of seed especially developed 
for a marine environment.  This actually settles on the cliff and forms a film of 
vivid green, thin, matting which will be watered, so germinating the seeds and 
establishing an attractive and strong root based vegetation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contractor aims to be completed by early August so, all being well, when the 
next edition of the HRA magazine is published, in the Autumn, the beach hut 
owners in B and C section will be enjoying their marvellous asset, secure in the 
knowledge that the coast defence project at the front and the cliff stabilisation 
scheme at the back, secures the perfect base for their óhome by the seaô.  
Hazlemere Road Car Park will no longer be the workôs base and the greensward 
will once again provide a very attractive swathe of grass between the highway 
and the byway.  It is hoped these quarterly updates in the magazine have 
proved both useful and interesting to you, the reader, and the HRA would like to 
thank Tendring District Council for such a wonderful scheme, and to Jackson the 
contractor for being so considerate to the community, and delivering such a top 
quality piece of engineering.  To the rest of the community there is just one word 
to say about the completed works....enjoy.    
 

Richard O. Walker   



Update on move of  Frinton Road Surgery to Kennedy Way  
 
Members of the Frinton Road Patient Group (including myself as Chair) met 
with the Project Manager for the move on the 5th June. She thanked us for car-
rying out a survey of how patients travel to the surgery and how they would get 
to Kennedy Way.  
 
She explained that the project had been allocated a budget of £1.5million sub-
ject to certain criteria being met. They had passed several key stages in the 
project heading towards the final stage which is the core business plan being 
ratified by NHS England and then ultimately by HM Treasury hopefully in July 
this year. HM Treasury would have the final say on actually releasing the cash. 
Currently the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) were assessing the tender 
costs which would be added to the final core business plan. In the meantime, 
work would start in July and last for about four weeks (underwritten by the 
CCG) to clear the ground floor in readiness for the new work to start. It was 
hoped that work on the ground floor would start in September and be finished 
by Spring next year.  
 
Work would also start shortly on revamping the car park. As this area is owned 
by NHS Estates and they have not, for a long time, maintained the area, it has 
been agreed that they will use their contingency maintenance budget to resur-
face and remark the existing spaces to Essex Council standards. As this money 
is for maintenance and not a new project they would clear all the growth in the 
centre of the car park but at this stage they would not be converting it to bays. 
There will be 60 spaces available for the surgeries plus a further 35 for other 
ACE use. Originally, the community buses which currently use the car park 
were to be moved elsewhere. Unfortunately, it has not been possible to re site 
them so a designated area will be given over to them. 
 
In order to reach the standard required for new projects 18 bicycle racks will 
need to be installed, drop kerbs will need to be provided and double yellow lines 
will be painted outside the entrance to the surgery to allow safe access from the 
car park. Spaces for scooters will also be incorporated. 
 
We were shown a draft plan of the new layout which would include 8 consulting 
rooms, 4 treatment rooms, group training rooms and a 45 person meeting room 
on the ground floor as well as keeping the training room upstairs. In order to be 
compliant with current regulations the usual facilities for infants and disabled will 
be incorporated.  Once the final business plan is agreed the plans will be more 
widely circulated for discussion. It was pointed out that room for expansion has 
been earmarked on the plans.  
 



Travel Survey  
 

At the request of Anglia Community Enterprise (ACE) members of the Frinton 
Road Surgery Patient Participation Group (PPG) carried out a survey to find out 
how patients arrived at Frinton Road and how they expected to travel to Ken-
nedy House. The survey was carried out over five days (29th April 2019 - 3rd 
May 2019). It consisted of a total of 10 sessions, two per day between 9 to 11 in 
the morning and 3 to 5 in the afternoon. Results are shown as a separate file. 
 
Overall some 556 patients were interviewed this is roughly 10% of the current 
surgery list.  The categories were: Car (including lifts), Walk, Bus, Cycle, Taxi 
and other. Originally mobility scooters were not included in the list of categories 
but proved to be of a significant number to warrant their specific inclusion. One 
problem that was brought to our attention by a number of scooter users was the 
lack of dropped kerbs in Valley Road which necessitated long detours to get to 
Kennedy Way. 
 
Currently 36% of patients interviewed walked to Frinton Road.  Only 16% expect 
to walk to Kennedy House. A large proportion of those who walked were now 
expecting to need a taxi or a bus. Those who said they needed a bus were 
aware that the current bus route doesn't serve Kennedy Way and were unsure 
how they would get from Holland Road (where the bus currently stops) to Ken-
nedy Way. The question of bus users is a difficult one because the daily num-
bers involved are unlikely to justify the current bus company (First Buses) divert-
ing to cover this route. Indeed, unless all of the buses were diverted up Valley 
Road the service would be, at best, only half hourly (if they turn up on time) 
which could cause problems with missed appointments / late arrivals. The only 
solution to this problem would appear to be some sort of shuttle bus from Hol-
land on Sea to Kennedy House.  
  
A large proportion of the car users didn't know there was a car park at Kennedy 
Way. When the car park is refurbished signage will be required. Also the dis-
abled bays will need to be near the entrance to the actual surgery. Similarly a 
space to park scooters needs to be provided near the entrance. 
 
We were not asked to record the reasons for visits but our observations were 
that a significant proportion of patients came in only to deposit prescriptions in 
the box provided (or to pick up prescriptions from reception). A number of pa-
tients asked what plans were in place to deliver repeat prescriptions once Frin-
ton Road closes. Our view is that some form of arrangement with the local phar-
macies (or others) should be considered. This would significantly reduce the 
need for patients to travel to Kennedy Way. 

 

Rita Garnett   Chair - Frinton Road PPG  
 



Special thanks to the Holland Residentsô Association for 
once again giving me the opportunity to update readers on 

my work and activities on behalf of the local residents of 
Holland on Sea, East Clacton & Gt. Clacton 

Report of the Essex County Councillor ï Clacton East Division  
I come not from Heaven but from Essex ï William Morris (1888) 

As of 17th June  Holland on Sea óEyes and Earsô 
Thank you to all the local residents who have contacted me (by email or over the phone) 
with reports of issues that need resolving.  These are very much appreciated.  Please 
keep them coming. 
 
Holland Library  
The campaign team of the Holland Community Association, Holland Residentsô Asso-
ciation and I met Cllr. Susan Barker, the Cabinet Member for Libraries, at County Hall, 
Chelmsford.  She informed the delegation that ñunless the community volunteered to 
manage and run Holland Library it would close in the autumn.ò 
 
Whether our community has the capacity, the competence, or even the will to take on 
the responsibility and duties of operating the library is debatable. It appears the com-
munity would need to find the accommodation costs (room lease, gas, electric, etc.) of 
£11,000+ each year.  Where will this money suddenly materialise from???  
 
The campaign agreed to submit an Expression of Interest (required by ECC by the 
closing date of 18

th
 June) thus keeping the Library open for the time being.  In the 

meantime óSave our Libraries Essexô (SOLE) has engaged a specialist solicitor ready 
to mount a legal challenge to ECCôs proposal to close the 25 libraries (including Hol-
land) and possibly a further 19.  SOLE is looking to, as part of the legal challenge, take 
up the case of any one person, for every threatened Library in Essex, who would par-
ticularly suffer if the Library were to close, due to having disabilities or being on bene-
fits etc.  I am told this approach is called a ñstraw personò.  Legal Aid will then be se-
cured. 
 
Please email your thoughts on ECCôs stance to:  
cllr.david.finch@ essex.gov.uk  and 
cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk 
both at County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex, 
CM1 
Facts:   
It costs ECC just £690 a week to run Hol-

land Library. It is in excess of 2.1 miles 
walking distance from Holland Library 
to the nearest other library (Clacton).  
Despite being open only 16 hours per 
week it óloanedô 16,000 books in 
2018/19.   

Some of the campaigners with the 
óHolland Loves our Libraryô card 

mailto:cllr.david.finch@%20essex.gov.uk


         
Buses 97 and 98  
First Bus has revised bus stops served in Clacton.  The Walton bound 97/98 now 
uses the Pier Avenue Stand C stop; and the Colchester bound 97/98 now uses 
the Jackson Rd Stand E stop.  (This decision was taken to eliminate the confusion 
of both services using the same stop in Pier Avenue). 
 
School Crossing Patrol, 20s Plenty  
On 25

th
 February, resident Alan Webb and 

I commenced the voluntary daily School 
Crossing Patrol duties at Frinton Road ï 
enabling youngsters attending Holland Ha-
ven School to cross the busy road safely.  
As a result there has been a noticeable 
increase in people walking, scooting or 
cycling to the local school instead of using 
the car.   
 
Young children are gaining independence.  
Everyone is so polite and courteous. Driv-
ers are very helpful and the residents of 
Aylesbury Drive, where parents drop of 
and collect, are so supportive to the cause.  
 
At the Highways Surgery on 30th April the Deputy Leader of ECC confirmed to 
me that the numbers crossing at the volunteer School Crossing Patrol were 
more than sufficient to justify ECC fully funding a permanent SCP.  The recruit-
ment of SCP staff will commence shortly. 
 

PLEASE MAKE FULL USE OF THE SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL  
AND DO NOT GIVE ECC ANY EXCUSE TO REMOVE THE FUNDING (AGAIN) IN THE FUTURE.  

 
Hedingham 134 - the Seafront Circular - exciting news  
 
I promised to keep you posted regarding my discussions with Hedingham 
Buses .  I am very pleased to report that as a result the forthcoming service en-
hancements have been secured: 
 
1. Mondays to Fridays operating 0900-1430 (i.e. now including a new lunchtime 

service) every 30 mins. 
2. Saturdays operating 0900-1300 (i.e. a new Saturday service) every 30 min-

utes. 
3. These services will be extended to circa 1730 during the school summer holi-

days. 
4. During the summer months the service will operate an Open Top Bus ena-

bling passengers to enjoy the wonderful views of our Sunshine Coast. 
5. Hedingham  confirms its continued support of the HRAôs Christmas event 

(Saturday 14
th
 December). 

Some of the campaigners with the 
óHolland Loves our Libraryô card 



Please support 
Hedingham Busesô in-
vestment in our village 
and town by using the 
134 bus service to our 
local shops & cafes.  

134 Seafront Circular  
Monday to Friday  
starts running lunchtimes &  

late afternoons Thursday 25 th July  
and Saturdays  starts Sat. 27 th July  

New weekday 

timetable with 

effect from 

Thur. 25 th July  



Sea Lane, Essex Public Right of Way ï encroachment  
This public footpath runs from Holland Road (virtually opposite Sladburys Lane) to 
the North Sea at Marine Parade East and is well used by our community.  It forms 
a wonderful half mile long wildlife corridor ï providing a habitat for numerous spe-
cies, some (such as hedgehogs) declining in numbers throughout the country.   
 
As previously mentioned, unfortunately, on 15th February, I was informed by one 
of the HRAôs óeyes and earsô that a stretch of public land immediately adjacent to 
the Public Right of Way at Howard Road was being cleared and fencing posts 
were being put in.  Grateful for this report, I immediately contacted the PROW 
team at County Hall and Sarah that afternoon attended and instructed the contrac-
tor to cease work.  Despite this, three days later the post and fence erection con-
tinued.   
 
The PROW team informed me that only the six foot width of the path belongs to 
ECC.  A Land Registry search confirms that ownership of the land covered by bram-
bles and thicket is unregistered.  The PROW team contacted the TDC Planning En-
forcement team, who then investigated the encroachment. 



I am told the Planning Department contacted the person and instructed them to 
submit a planning application for óchange of useô.  I understand this has not been 
complied with.  A Harm Assessment was carried out and with regard to planning 
and enforcement a decision to take no further action was made.  In my opinion 
this is flawed as this was a spatial planning exercise with no consideration taken 
into account of the damage to this unique wildlife corridor; or community safety ï 
with the new threat of graffiti and, heaven forbid, replication alongside the full 
length of the footpath. 
 
People have found a loophole and a gap between the workings of the two coun-
cils.  I have escalated the issue to the Chief Executive of Essex County Council 
and the Chief Executive of Tendring District Council.  I have contacted Essex 
Wildlife Trust (of which I am a member) and the Open Spaces Society for advice 
and support.   
 
An officer said ñWhilst we can óinviteô an application for retrospective change of 
use, we cannot actually force the householder to do so.   However, if the criteria 
is met, we are able to take subsequent enforcement action if an application is not 
forthcoming.   If the criteria has not been met (as in this case), and the likelihood 
is that an application would have been granted anyway, then the view may be 
taken that it is not in the public interest to utilise officer time in pursuing the 
householder.ò 
Health Policy, Overview & Scrutiny Committee  
You will remember in the previous editions of this magazine, at quarterly meet-
ings and elsewhere, I have raised the new modern primary care facility coming 
to Kennedy Way provided by NHS England when surgeries combine (2020).  
21

st
 Century facilities at last.  The pan-Essex HPOS Committee, of which I am 

Vice Chair, on 12
th
 June at County Hall challenged the Clinical Commissioning 

Group (CCG) representative with questions regarding transport and prescription 
ordering for the new set up.  It is critical that systems are in place for: door 2 
door transport between HoS and the Kennedy Way facility; and to save Holland 
residents having to travel to Kennedy Way just to put a prescription slip in a 
black box on the wall for the GP to authorise. There clearly needs to be sensible 
and workable solutions developed.  Watch this space! 
Frinton/Holland Road resurfacing (sic)  
What an appalling job this was.  The road is worse now than when the contractors started.  
And it cost Ã55,000é 
Dumping loose chippings (and letôs be frank, thatôs what it was) near schools 
and shops caused stone chips to be thrown up from tyres catching pedestrians 
especially those young children in pushchairs that are very close to the 
ground.  This also caused chips to vehiclesô bodywork.  Pedestrians had to put 
up with clouds of dust being inhaled which is harmful for Asthma sufferers.  
Road markings were even painted on loose chippings. The aftermath is umpteen 
potholes, lengthy cracks and a óshale mountainô opposite the Co-op. 
I have taken this up at County Hall in an ECC Highways Surgery (30

th
 April) and 

full Council  
(14

th
 May).  The response I received on 7

th
 May was the following:   



Cll r Sargeant,  ñFurther to our conversation yesterday and thanks for the photos.  

An inspection of both Holland Road and Frinton Road has confirmed that although 
significant sections of this treatment have performed to a satisfactory level there 
are quality issues on some areas.  The root cause of these issues are being inves-
tigated at the moment and the sites will continue to be monitored and swept during 
the coming days and weeks.  As confirmed, none of this work has been ósigned 
offô and accepted yet and we are working with our supply chain partner to under-
stand what the causes are.  I can confirm that this situation will be rectified as 
soon as a resolution is determined, and the remedial works required will not in-
crease the target price originally submitted by our contractor.  I will ensure you are 
kept in the loop with developments.ò  Head of Construction  
The officers have had a good month to get this mess sorted.  I have requested 

an update as, clearly, no rectification work has taken place.  I promise to keep 

you posted.                                                                                                     

Seafields Road ï Local Highways Panel application                                            

The issue raised by a number of residents of how this very narrow road can 

somehow allow traffic flow without churning up the verge and destroying the 

paving slabs and tarmac has been considered.  A óvalidating engineerô has vis-

ited the site and undertaken a validation and proposed that works are justified.  

The Local Highways Panel will consider adding this work to the schemes await-

ing funding.                                                                                                       

Citizens Advice Bureau ï Holland on Sea                                                 

Thanks to funding from the ECC Local Services Fund, the CAB and HRA have 

worked together to create a Monday Morning Advice Session in Holland Library.  

This is by appointment only (to book ring CAB Clacton on 01255 377080 ext. 

111, Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 4.30pm). The advice is impartial and confi-

dential and will cover any issues e.g. consumer problems, benefits, debt, pen-

sions, legal, elder abuse etc.  Special thanks and appreciation goes to local resi-

dent Mrs Sidney Mowatt for voluntarily providing this service to Holland resi-

dents.                                                                                                                  

The HRA Holland & East Clacton Hoppa Bus                                                         

The HRAôs unique door2door  shopper bus service continues operating on Tues-

days to Morrisons, Great Clacton; and Clacton Shopping Village for just £3 return.  

Jon, the driver, will be also running special trips. Simply give me a ring to book on 

07541 321275.  Walton Market and Parkers Garden Centre (for plants, coffee & 

chat) on Thursday,   1
st
 August £4 return. 



Frinton Road inconsiderate/dangerous parking  
Everyone is aware of the two and four wheeled parking on the pavement along 
Frinton Road.  I have requested ECC investigates introducing unloading/loading 
restrictions on this stretch of road via a Traffic Regulation Order revision.  The 
benefit will be the causing of óimmediateô enforcement of the double yellow lines.   
Consultation will need to take place.                                                                      
Parking Partnership Camera Car  
Residents have my commitment to encourage the Parking Partnership to be al-
lowed to deploy its Camera Car on ECC Highways in an effort to improve the 
enforcement efficiency at unloading restriction points, bus stops and school en-
trances etc.  This would replicate Colchester, Braintree, Harlow, Uttlesford, and 
Epping Forest districts. 
Tendring Specialist Stroke Services I attended the Stroke Services/Colchester 
University seminar at Colchester University.  Very, very interesting work being 
done by the team in Frinton Roadé 

HRAõs ôKIK Plasticõ Beach Clean 

Holland on Sea & East Clacton   
Sat. 27th July 10am meet  
York Road car park.   
Please come along with your  
gloves and black sack and join the  

óKik Plasticô Beach Clean  
Cycling 7,200km around the UK and Irelandôs 
coasts, building a community against plastic.  

 
Holland on Sea Library ï STOP PRESS 

ECC Cabinet decision = 23
rd

 July, we will then know ECC plans for each of the 
74 individual libraries particularly Holland on Sea.   

The joint HCA/HRA campaign group and I, will then call a Public Meet-
ing for our community to determine our next steps in protecting this criti-

cal and most valued public service.  We will keep you posted. 

ñUntil I feared I would lose it, I never loved to read. 
One does not love breathing.ò 
 

Help Save Our Holland Library                                                           

Thanks for your kind support, it is much appreciated.  Please keep your Eyes 

and Ears reports coming in.  Colin   

Essex County Councillor Colin Sargeant ï member of the Independent, Un-
aligned Group at Essex County Council 
serving East Clacton, Great Clacton* and Holland on Sea 
Tele: 07541 321275 
SHOP LOCAL     DINE LOCAL     SMILE LOCAL  
SAVE the staffed HOLLAND LIBRARY  



THE CHANGING FACE OF TRADE IN HOLLAND  
In common with high streets up and down the country, we have seen a fair num-
ber of shop closures here in Holland.  However, unlike in many other areas, an 
equal number have opened with several premises being given truly impressive 
make-overs in the process.  
During the past year we have welcomed a wide range of new businesses adding 
to the list of goods and services available locally.  These include Lolaôs Hair Bou-
tique, Lilyôs Florist, FJG Solicitors, e-care recruitment agency, the Emporium, Ar-
row Bathrooms & Kitchens and, most recently, En-pointe Dance shop and Clac-
ton Printers.  
In addition, Styles & Smiles has moved into larger premises and the Kingscliff 
Hotel has undergone a major refurbishment so our village is thriving and looking 
good in the summer sunshine.  
You will see some new advertisements in this magazine and we are extremely 
grateful to businesses new and old who support the Association in this way.  Letôs 
try to return the favour by giving them our custom. 

Jill Rulten  

The Holland Residentsô Association Beach Cleaning lead, Lee Lawrence, 
had great pleasure in presenting the Haven Beach Café (at Holland Haven) with 
its Beach Cleaning A Board.  This A board and its equipment enables café visi-
tors to beach clean with the provided litter pickers and place litter in provided 
black sacks before logging any ófindsô onto the HRAôs website.  Hollandôs other 
wonderful beach caf®s will shortly receive their boards and equipment.ò 
Paula, the joint owner of Haven Beach Caf® said ñJackie and I are obviously 
very interested in the beach and promenade remaining a delight to view for our 
customers; and this a great way for our café to work in partnership with the Hol-
land Residentsô Association and Tendring Council to protect the wonderful set-
ting we are so fortunate to enjoy.  What Dave has designed is fantastic.  Every 
crisp packet off our beach must be treated as a success.ò 
 Lee, from the HRA said ñThe beach, promenade and greensward are Holland 
on Seaôs diamonds. Our villageôs businesses actively protecting and promoting 
our wonderful sunshine coast is a bonus.  Working together we all can achieve 
so much.  I thank Dave for his creativity and community spirit.  Our next Beach 
Clean is on Saturday, 27

th
 July 10am as part of the national KIK PLASTIC initia-

tive.  We would like villagers and visitors to  meet at York Road car park at 
10am.  

 
 
 
Photo: Dave Donnelly Holland resident, who voluntar-
ily made the board, Paula and Jackie joint owners of 
Haven Beach Caf®, and Lee Lawrence, the HRAôs 
Beach Cleaning lead. 



HOLLAND HAVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
It is indeed a great privilege to be the Head teacher of 
Holland Haven Primary School.  In 2011 I moved to Clac-
ton as, like many people, I desired a life by the sea.  Little 
did I know that, a year later, I would be lucky enough to 
be working in such a wonderful school.  Holland Haven 
currently has 350 pupils and this number will be growing 
over the next few years to approximately 415 pupils. 
 

We are so fortunate to be part of the Holland on Sea 
community.  We have many excellent opportunities avail-
able to us such as the beautiful new beaches, Haven 

Country Park, Gunfleet Sailing Club etc..  
We have amazing support from our local residents, a number of whom are also on 
our governing board. Over the past few years, Holland Haven School has grown in 
popularity. Our children are a credit to us in terms of academic achievement 
and behaviour and Ofsted recently supported this in their November 2018 report. 
Over the past few years our children have been keen to take part in local events and 
projects.  One project which was popular with our elderly residents, was the 
óSpreading the Happiness Projectô which our youngest pupils took part in.  They were 
able to visit (and still do) local residential homes where they did various activities with 
the residents. 
Finally, I must mention, on 11th June Holland Haven School football team won the 
local football league. The final match was very exciting and we were thrilled to win 
the cup. 
Thank you for inviting me to contribute to your magazine. 
 

Mrs Sue Bardetti 
Head Teacher 
Holland Haven Primary School 

Holland -on-Sea  
Scarecrow Festival  
16th ï 24th August  

 
Weôd love you to create your own Scarecrow to be displayed out-

side your home or business in Holland-on-Sea this summer. This 

yearôs theme is  

CHARACTERS FROM CHILDRENôS TV  OR CHILDRENôS FILMS.     

 Important: please register your intention to make a scarecrow BEFORE start-

ing. Contact Julie on 813212 or email julie.collitt@btinternet.com to obtain fur-

ther information. This is a fantastic family community event run jointly by Hol-

land Residentsô Association and St. Bartholomewôs Church. 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MP  GILES WATLING  
 
Dear Resident, 
  

As I have said before, it never fails to surprise me how 
quickly time passes, particularly since I became an MP, and I 
canôt believe that we are already in May. This has certainly 
been a busy year and I am writing to update you on my ac-
tivities so far. 
Improving the service at ACE surgeries is my main priority and I have held 
productive talks about healthcare improvements with the new Accountable 
Officer for the North East Essex Clinical Commissioning Group, Dr Ed Garrett. 
I am glad to see new performance measures being imposed and new invest-
ments being made to ensure greater GP capacity. I will continue to push hard 
on this as the level of service residents are receiving remains unacceptable, 
although there are some signs of improvement. I will be meeting Dr Garret 
again with Ian Davidson, Chief Executive of Tendring District Council. 
Of course I remain busy on many other fronts including education, securing 
road and rail infrastructure investment and improvement, meeting local organi-
sations, charities and businesses.  If you know of any organisations, charities 
or businesses that would like to meet with me please do encourage them to 
contact me. 

 
I know that some of you were able to join me for my first mobile bus surgery, 
which visited Holland-on-Sea on 15

th
 March. I will be holding similar events in 

the future and will keep you updated. And speaking of firsts, I am hosted my 
first ever Older Peopleôs Information Fair at Princeôs Theatre on 18

th
 June. 

 
Finally, I would like to express my disappointment at the local election results 
in our area and I am saddened that we have lost so many hard-working coun-
cillors. Nevertheless, this backlash was not completely unexpected given 
events on the national stage, and as I said prior to the vote, I do not despair at 
anyone who decides to vote for another party. Because I hope that the Gov-
ernmentôs negotiators, and those from the EU, will finally understand the 
strength of feeling on this matter, and the level of resentment that is being en-
gendered by their actions. You can read my full statement on the Local Elec-
tions, and other news items, on my website: https://www.gileswatling.co.uk/ 
If you would like to discuss any of these issues further, or if you have any 
o ther  concerns ,  p lease do drop me an em ai l  on : 
giles.watling.mp@parliament.uk.   
 

Until next time  
 
All the best  
 

Giles  

https://www.gileswatling.co.uk/
mailto:giles.watling.mp@parliament.uk


We meet once a month on the last Sunday of 
every month for a cycle ride. We meet at 10.30 
opposite Brighton road on the top promenade. 

This is open to all ages from children to grandparents. We are a friendly group who 
just cycle on the path. Cycling can help with getting fit, weight-loss and depression. 
It also cuts our carbon footprint.  
Did you know : 
It only takes between 12-15 minutes to cycle from Holland to Frinton and Holland to 
Clacton pier takes 10-12 minutes,  but by car it's longer and more costly apart from 
the time it takes to find a parking space.  
 
So come along and have a leisurely cycle ride with us. Dave 07549007380 

Letter of thanks received from the Essex Wildlife Trust 
 
Dear Verity,   
Thank you so much to you and all the members of the Holland-on-
Sea Residents Association for generously supporting Essex Wild-
life Trustôs bra recycling scheme. Christine at the Naze Centre has 
kindly passed them on to me and your four donated bags of bras 
have raised approximately £57.60.   
The bras you donate to Essex Wildlife Trust are recycled by a 
clothes processing company based in Benfleet (one of our Investors in Wildlife). Some 
bras will be resold in second hand markets at reduced prices in Eastern Europe, and 
some will be sold in the markets in West Africa. There is unfortunately a shortage of 
bras for these markets because most people put them in the bin! Essex Wildlife Trust is 
paid £1,500 per tonne of bras, which works out to around 7p per bra on average. This is 
a wonderful source of income for us, and also prevents second hand clothing going into 
landfill.   
Last year we raised £1,292.40 from bras donated to the Trust and we hope to improve 
upon this figure this year. I am really keen to expand it where possible, and itôs great to 
know that ladies such as yourselves are raising the bar in this way!  
Thank you again for your continued support. If you would like any further information 
about our recycling scheme, please donôt hesitate to contact me. 
Best wishes, 

Claire Rodie     Fundraising and Events Assistant  Tel: 01621 862996 

PURPLE PALS  
  
Firstly can I say a BIG thank you to everyone that has supported the group, we 
have only been running for just over a month and the response is overwhelming. 
We meet on a Sunday morning every 2 weeks as a non profit group with the aim 
of raising awareness and support for all the animals that have served in both Mili-
tary and Civilian Roles. 
Our meeting point is York Road Cark Park 11am our upcoming dates are JULY 
7TH & 21ST, AUGUST 4TH & 18TH.  See you all there  
Naomi Lawrence  
Purple  Pals Co -ordinator, 07739 353567, nova_nams@me.com  



You do not need to be on Facebook to look at our page.  Just 
search Holland Residents Association Facebook page and you will 

find us. 
The page is now being used on a daily basis.   Warnings of scams, 
local news, lost and found, reports on beach cleans and cycle rides 

are all included.   At times we reach 25.5k people through a post 
being shared with others and get 6.7k responses. 

Clacton and Holland Fossil and Prehistory Roadshow 
Saturday, 20th July 10.30am to 5pm 

St. Bartholomew's Church Hall, Frinton Road  
 

(organised by Southampton University and local collectors) 
  You will learn about the SUôs research into the prehistoric people and animals from a land now 

under the North Sea.   

 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  -  HOLLAND ON SEA BRANCH  

 
 
Well what can I say; it has been a very exciting, challeng-
ing, and rewarding couple of months. 

After our formation meeting back in March that was attended very well indeed, 
we had an admin period so that relevant paperwork could be processed and 
the correct ticks to be put in the right boxes. 
I was delighted to get a phone call from RBL Head Office on 5

th
 June to inform 

me that the Branch had been approved and signed off; this was all to coincide 
with the D Day commemorations. So needless to say I had another reason to 
have a lump in my throat and a tear in my eye that day. 
Now we are full steam ahead with the War Memorial and Poppy Appeal at the 
forefront of this years activities as well as some social events. 
These events as well as membership to the Branch are open to anyone Mili-
tary or Civilian, young or old. 
We meet on the 4

th
 Saturday of the month in The Tavern, Frinton Road 11am 

tea and coffee provided. We look forward to meeting you. 
 
I would like to end by saying THANK YOU again for all of your support 
Lee Lawrence  
Chairman  
Holland -on-Sea Branch  
The Royal British Legion            



 Little Holland Hall and its Famous Resident  
 
As we rush towards 
Frinton, or head back 
to Holland on Sea 
across the marshes, 
in our busy lives, we 
momentarily see Lit-
tle Holland Hall by 
the Frinton Road/
Kings Parade round-
about but how old do 
you really think it is?  
Well, it is older than it 
appears, and it al-
ready looks quite 
historic (if presently 
rather dilapidated).  
Whilst it has had 

ñmore recentò additions, its timber framed structure goes back over 400 years to 
the Tudor period.  Those with really sharp eyes will also spot a boundary stone 
that identifies the ancient burial ground that the Hall sits in.  Back in the 12

th
 cen-

tury a small church was built on the site, the ruins/
foundations of which were exposed in the 1980ôs when the 
sheltered accommodation was built.  And back in Elizabe-
than days there was a landing place in Little Holland Hall 
ground for the Gunfleet estuary which ran up to the Hall. 
 
But letôs fast forward in time to the Second World War when 
Arthur and Brenda Christiansen, looking for a new place to 
live, came across and fell in love with the Hall, purchasing 
the property and making it their home.  Now Arthur became 
one of Holland on Seaôs most famous residents.  He was 
born in 1904, in Wallasey, Cheshire and at 16 became a 
reporter for the Wallasey & Wirral Chronicle, his journalistic 

flair shining through.  By 1926 he was working for the Sunday Express and it 
wasnôt long before he was Assistant Editor, becoming the Editor of the Daily Ex-
press in 1933 at the age of 29; a post he held until 1957.  Arthur was much re-
vered in Fleet Street, working for his boss Lord Beaverbrook (known as ñthe Lordò 
rather than ñhis Lordshipò by those working for him), and increased the circulation 
of the paper; going from 2 million in 1936 to 4 million in 1949.  Arthur strove to 
ensure the very best journalism from his paper and would be keen to impart 
words of wisdom: 
 

ñThe people who lived behind those clean lace curtains, in row after row of identi-
cal boxes were newspaper readers, and every word in, at any rate, my newspa-
per must be clear and comprehensible to them, must be interesting to them, must 
encourage them to break away from littleness, stimulate their ambition, help them 
to want to build a better land.ò  



ñShow me a contented newspaper editor and I will show you a bad newspaper.ò 
 

ñMy approach to newspapers was based on the idea that when you looked at 
the front page you said: 'Good heavens', when you looked at the middle page 
you said: 'Holy smoke', and by the time you got to the back page, well, I'd have 
to utter a profanity to show how exciting it was.ò 
 
Away from work he would relax with his wife and four children at Little Holland 
Hall, surrounded by mementos; photographs and documents autographed by 
famous people of the day, including letters to him from Field Marshall Montgom-
ery.  ñMontyò related how every time Mr. Christiansen sent him a photograph of 
one of his opposing generals, its presence in Montgomeryôs Caravan HQ 
seemed to assist in the downfall of that enemy 

 
Arthur Christiansen was the subject of Eamonn Andrewsô BBC programme This 
Is Your Life in 1957, and in 1961 he appeared in a film ñThe Day The Earth 
Caught Fireò where he played the editor of a national newspaper ï yes, you 
guessed ï the Daily Express!  Two years later  
 Arthur was once again in a 
film, this time playing a news 
editor in the movie ñ80,000 
Suspectsò. 
 
Sadly, in 1963 Arthur died but 
his widow Brenda lived on at 
Little Holland Hall, and every 
year she would open the Hall 
up to a local art exhibition.   
 
Fortunately Little Holland Hall 
became a listed building as 
there was, at one time, a pro-
posal to demolish it.  In July 
1987 plans were put forward 
to convert the Hall into part wardenôs residence, offices and communal area.  
Anglia Secure Homes saw the potential to develop the site as a sheltered hous-
ing complex.  The local residents had concerns about the future of the Hall but a 
letter to the Clacton Gazette on 5 February 1988 from the Group Managing Di-
rector R. S Clough assured the community that Anglia Secure Home plc had the 
highest intentions for Little Holland Hall and finished by stating .... ñRest assured 
that it is this companyôs intention to provide a caring and considerate attitude 
during development and for our clients and surrounding residents thereafterò.    
 

With thanks to Richard Walker  for sharing this fascinating history  
of Little Holland Hall 





 


